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	Significant Hazards
	Groups Of People Who Are At Risk From The Significant Hazard
	Existing Controls And Advisory Guidelines
	Additional Action To Be Taken Where Risks Are Not Adequately Controlled
	Notes

	Loss of control.
Wet surfaces

Uneven surfaces

Equipment on jetties and slipways

Sharp Bends
	All staff and participants
	Comprehensive safety brief prior to and during activities.

Use of suitable footwear or wheelchair.

Attention to management of equipment and space during activities.

Extreme care is to be taken whilst handling and manoeuvring wheelchairs on and near the slipway and water.

Wheelchair users do not use safety belts whilst on water or on pontoon or slipway. All people on the water, jetty and slipway wear buoyancy aid/life jacket.


	Guests to be made aware of grass path being slippery.

Care is to be taken when on the concrete slipway due to it being extremely slippery underwater.
	Power chairs should be in manual mode before moving onto jetty above water.

Restrict numbers on pontoon at any one time.

Two people to a wheelchair on the slipway.

No wheelchair user to be left unattended.

	Vehicle On forest road.
	All staff and participants
	Briefing of group.

Monitoring of group during access to slip.

No vehicles to be parked on slipway or slipway approach.
	
	Maintain awareness of our road use with other agencies.

Check road surface after logging activities.

	Entrapment.
	All staff and participants


	Comprehensive safety brief about the boats.
Masthead floats for Comet Duo. 
	
	Masthead floats to be fitted at discretion of DI/SI. Guests will not sail above 16 knots in taster sessions with access dingy. 

	Immersion related condition.
	All staff and participants
	All participants wear appropriate clothing and equipment.

A manned safety boat and qualified first aiders are both on the water at all times.

All participants are encouraged to advise leaders of relevant medical conditions prior to activity.

Prompt rescue. 


	
	Sound judgement to be made by the DI/SI regarding wind strength on the reservoir prior to all sailing sessions.

	Manual handling.
Boats - on and off the water

Boats - on and off the trailers

Righting and capsizing 

Access dinghy keel and RS Venture (raising/lowering)
	All staff
	Full safety brief before commencement of activity. 

Correct choice and use of equipment provided.

Boats must be correctly moored before transfer.

Hoist may be used when removing keels for winter storage. Share load appropriately when moving any equipment and use trolleys.
	
	

	Moving and Handling
	Staff and participants
	All staff to follow NGB guidelines when performing rescues and use drop front boats as trained.

All activity leaders to receive initial, then ongoing manual handling training. These along with the medical notes form the basis of a consultative approach to movement with close supervision specific to the session.


	
	

	Knocks from booms, masts, blocks or centreboard. 

While rigging 

While sailing
	All staff and participants
	Follow accepted practice whilst rigging boats.

Use of protective headgear when appropriate


	
	

	Collisions
	All staff and participants
	Enforce good sailing practice and etiquette.

Comprehensive safety brief prior to commencing activity e.g. hands must be inside boat when coming alongside. No standing up unless embarkation or disembarkation is taking place.
	
	

	Capsize / falling in / Swamped boats
	All staff and participants
	A manned safety boat and qualified first aider are both on the water at all times.

All participants are encouraged to advise leaders of relevant medical conditions prior to activity 

Prompt rescue.

Staff to carry recovery slings or be aware of alternative methods.

Try to pair people of equal sizes

And ensure keel is correctly in and supporting pin is in place prior to loading the boat. 


	Reef sails in windy conditions 


	Sound judgement to be made by the DI/SI regarding wind strength on the reservoir. Taster sessions are up to force 3-4 only.


	Exposure to extremes of temperature.
	All staff and participants
	Full equipment briefs prior to activity and provision of spare clothing where necessary.

Provision of shade, shelter and fluids in hotter conditions or sunny days.
	Hats, gloves and raincoats are available from the centre.
	

	Underwater and environmental Hazards.

Flood/storm damage.

Water impurity/contamination.

Underwater hazards 

e.g. fishhooks, glass.
	All staff and participants
	Continual evaluation of activity area and updating of local knowledge.

Briefing RE: hazard avoidance and treatment.  Discourage groups from jumping into the water from pontoon.
Prevent access to South West Water’s restricted area.

Maintain awareness of water depth & quality of lakebed.
	
	No swimming is permitted.

	Pontoon
	General Public
	Access to pontoon blocked by locked gate and roped signs. 

Floatation devices to be worn at all times on pontoon.  All access and egress points are blocked by double rope barrier to encourage safe control of groups.
	Good group control.
	



