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	Significant Hazards


	Groups Of People Who Are At Risk From The Significant Hazard
	Existing Controls And Advisory Guidelines
	Additional Action To Be Taken Where Risks Are Not Adequately Controlled
	Notes

	Loss of control.
Wet surfaces

Uneven surfaces

Equipment on jetties and slipways

Sharp Bends
	All staff and participants
	Comprehensive safety brief prior to and during activities.

Use of suitable footwear or wheelchair.

Attention to management of equipment and space during activities.

Extreme care is to be taken whilst handling and manoeuvring wheelchairs on and near the slipway and water.

Wheelchair users do not use safety belts whilst over water or on jetty or slipway. All people on the water, jetty and slipway wear buoyancy aid/life jacket.

Caution on zigzag path going to and coming from the lake.

The centres Battery scooters/Tramper must only be used under supervision.
	Guests to be made aware of grass path being slippery.

Care is to be taken when on the concrete slipway due to it being extremely slippery under the water.
	Power chairs must be in manual mode before moving onto jetty or slipway.

Restrict numbers on pontoon at any one time.

Two people to a wheelchair at all times on the slipway.

No wheelchair user to be left unattended.



	Vehicle on forest road.
	All staff and participants
	Briefing of group.

Monitoring of group during access to slip.

No vehicles to be parked on slipway or slipway approach. 
	
	Maintain awareness of our road use with other agencies.

Check road surface after logging activities.

	Collision & paddle strikes. (Including objects under water)
	All staff and participants
	Comprehensive safety brief before commencing activity.

Safe management of activity.

Use of appropriate protective equipment.
	
	CCK and mixed CCK & Open Boat groups to wear helmets if appropriate.

	Manual handling.
Boats - on and off the water

Transfer of participants

Rescuing
Righting and capsizing 
	All staff and participants
	All staff follow NGB guidelines when performing rescues and handling equipment.

Full safety brief before commencement of activity. 

Correct choice and use of equipment provided.

Check air bags are inflated.

Close supervision of participants.

Correct use of equipment provided as trained.

Don’t lift unless absolutely necessary, use others to share the load, maintain a straight back.

	
	Large kayaks may be pushed to the shore to be emptied. 

	Moving and Handling
	Staff and participants
	All activity leaders to receive initial, then ongoing manual handling training. Supported by Moving and Handling in the outdoors training DVD.

These along with the medical notes form the basis of a consultative approach to movement with close supervision specific to the session.


	
	

	Capsize and consequent anxiety.
	All staff and participants
	All people on water wear buoyancy aid/life jacket.

All participants wear appropriate clothing.

Full safety brief before commencing activity.

Qualified first aider is on the water at all times.

Matching appropriate craft to participant.
	
	Careful consideration of a guest’s ability to be taken before they use CCK craft. 

Undertake buoyancy tests for people with unusual centres of gravity if appropriate.

	Exposure to Directed & Reflected UV Rays
	All Staff and participants
	Brief group on potential risk to eyesight from UV rays.

Staff to wear sunglasses while not actually coaching.
	
	Encourage participants to wear quality sunglasses.

	Entrapment.
	All staff and participants
	Close control of group on water.

Operate in areas appropriate to group ability.

Current knowledge of operating area.

Prompt rescue of swimmers. 

Correct choice and use of equipment provided.
	
	

	Immersion related condition.
	All staff and participants
	All participants wear appropriate clothing and equipment.

Qualified first aider is on the water at all times..

All participants are encouraged to advise leaders of relevant medical conditions prior to activity.

Prompt rescue. 

Use of rafted boats where appropriate to restrict the possibility of capsizes.
	
	We encourage participants to present themselves prepared for a day outside by consuming adequate food before and during activity, taking appropriate medication and informing us of any illness that may inhibit their ability to partake.  Without this co-operation, participants and their carers are potentially exposed to greater risks.

	Exposure to extremes of temperature.

Environmental Hazards.

Water impurity/contamination.

Underwater hazards 

e.g. fishhooks, glass.
	All staff and participants
	Full equipment brief prior to activity and provision of spare clothing where necessary.

Provision of shade, shelter and fluids.
	
	We encourage participants to present themselves prepared for a day outside by consuming adequate food before and during activity, taking appropriate medication and informing us of any illness that may inhibit their ability to partake.  Without this co-operation, participants and their carers are potentially exposed to greater risks.

	
	All staff and participants
	Continual evaluation of activity area and updating of local knowledge.

Briefing RE: hazard avoidance and treatment.  Discourage groups from jumping into the water from jetty.

Prevent access to South West Water’s restricted area.

Maintain awareness of water depth & quality of lakebed.


	
	


