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	Significant Hazards
	Groups Of People Who Are At Risk From The Significant Hazard
	Existing Controls And Advisory Guidelines
	Notes

	Un-authorized entry and use of climbing wall 
	Centre guests 
	Locked doors and gates
	Areas checked at the end of the afternoon by the duty instructor

	Slips and trips.
Uneven ground.

Trailing ropes and slings.

Wet surface
	All staff and participants
	Comprehensive safety and operating brief, prior to and during activity.

Controlled access to risk area.

Use of protective headgear to protect against consequences of tripping.

Close supervision of participants during active and passive phases of activity.

Assistance given to known unsteady guests.

Tandem climbing or abseiling must only be done where one fully able cognitive participant is required for support, this can also be another instructor or trainee.
	Adjust route choice to group needs.

Two people must be connected to the control safety line on the cableway at all times.

	Falls on wall


	All staff and participants
	Supervision ratios of 1 staff to 3 clients climbing maximum.

Use of appropriate rope system.

Staff to use safety lines when working at the top of the wall.

Use of appropriate assessed instructors to tail all lowers and supervise belaying at all times.
	Specific supervision of individual’s known to have behavioural difficulties.

Reduce number climbing when working with higher needs groups or individuals.

	Finger entrapment on wall
	All staff and participants
	Full safety brief mention dangers sticking fingers in bolts on wall
	Corks added to indoor wall

	Falling off top of climbing wall
	All staff and participants
	No unsupervised use off the climbing wall 

Use of safety ropes at all times when past the Yellow line 
	

	Debris/equipment falling
	All staff and participants
	Full safety brief before commencing activity.

Constant attention to safe practice.

Structured and disciplined working method.

All staff and participants wear an approved climbing helmet where possible.
	In exceptional circumstances where fitting a helmet is impossible for medical or religious reasons.  The session can be set up with the approval of the Activities Manager to still allow for these individuals to participate by ensure no group is working above and any equipment removed.
Awareness of bells fitted to top of walls

	Manual handling.
 
	All staff and participants
	Steps/box used to minimise lifting where possible

Get assistance from other group members

Weight Limit specified were no support available
	Avoid lifting – use counter balance techniques where possible.

	Moving and Handling
	Staff and participants
	All activity leaders to receive initial, then ongoing manual handling training. Supported by Moving and Handling in the outdoors training DVD.

These along with the medical notes form the basis of a consultative approach to movement with close supervision specific to the session.

Harnesses may be issued in advance for career to put under less mobile clients prior to the session thus minimising moving and handling.
	

	Exposure to extremes of temperature.

Low & High


	All staff and participants
	Full equipment brief prior to activity and provision of spare clothing where necessary.

Provision of shade, shelter and fluids.
	We encourage participants to present themselves prepared for a day outside by consuming adequate food before and during activity, taking appropriate medication and informing us of any illness, which may inhibit their ability to partake.  Without this co-operation, participants and their carers are potentially exposed to greater risks.

	Mechanical failure



	All participants using aids for mobility.


	Use of appropriate aids and maintenance checks.


	Staff to carefully check suitability of participants own wheelchairs for abseiling in. If unsure the centre chair must be used.

	Equipment failure


	All staff and participants.
	Regular checks and maintenance and renewal of equipment, monthly checks (record in safety check lists).


	If failure of equipment results in an injury that is reportable to RIDDOR then set up must be left for inspection.

Body harness buckles need careful monitoring.

	Entrapment in rope systems
	All staff and participants.
	Use of approved rope systems.

Use of appropriately qualified and/or experienced instructors.


	

	Bouldering 

Falling off

Landing on other wall users 
	All staff and participants.
	Only boulder on red matted area 

Stay below set height 
	If necessary instructor to cover group spotting for bouldering

	Abseiling 

Clothing/hair etc caught in descender 
	All participants.
	Descenders extended away from body using cordlette. 

All loose hair and jacket ties tucked in and away anything loose removed 

Brief prior to activity 
	

	Inadequate experience 
	All participants.
	All individuals to sign acceptance form wall supervisor to assess ability 
	See registration form 

	Incorrect use of equipment 
	All participants.
	Signing of registration form assessment made by wall supervisor
	

	Possible collision when falling
	All participants.
	Wall supervisor in place 

Brief wall users to be aware of other climbers 
	


**Add bells

